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Memory  of  2  Marty  re  d  Presidents 

Linked  by  Hand-Carved  Wooden  Box 


[Wood  Hewn  by  Lin- 
!  coin  Used  by  Noted 
I  Carver 


By  J.  D.  BUTLER 

Dallas  City,  HI.,  Feb.  12— In  these 
days,  when  every  scrap  of  authen 
tic  Information  about  our  first 
martyred  president,  the  Immortal 
Abraham  Lincoln,  is  searched  for 
and  read  with  Interest  by  thousands 
who  revere  his  memory,  your  cor- 
respondent has  found  one  most  in- 
teresting relic  of  Lincoln  that  has 
escaped  the  many  writers. 

William  Bartels,  late  of  Carthage, 
HI.,  reached  the  height  of  fame  as 
the  greatest  wood  carver  known,  by 
his  exhibition  at  the  Chicago 
World's  Fair  in  1893.  There  his  life 
work  consisting  of  a  complete  set 
of  hand-carved  furniture  was  loan- 
ed to  the  state  of  Illinois  to  furnish 
the  apartments  of  Gov.  John  P. 
Altgeld  in  the  Illinois  State  building 
during  the  fair.  It  was  admired  by 
all  fair  visitors  and  admitted  to  be 
the  most  wonderful  set  of  wood 
sculpture  in  the  world.  Subsequent- 
ly Mr.  Bartels  was  asked  to  carve 
a  gavel  to  be  used  tn  opening  the 
republican  convention  at  St.  Louis 
in  1896,  at  which  William  McKin- 
ley,  our  third  martyred  president, 
was  nominated. 

Wood  Cut  By  Lincoln 
To  make  the  gavel  really  historic, 
Homer  Tice,  then  custodian  of  the 
Lincoln  cabin  and  other  Lincoln 
relics,  conceived  the  idea  that  it 
should  be  made  from  wood  cut  and 
rived  out  by  Abe  Lincoln,  when  he 
was  a  wood-cutter.  Mr.  Tice  sent 
to  Mr.  Bartels  a  block  of  wood 
which  was  certified  as  cut  by  Lin- 
coln and  sawed  from  the  end  of  a 
log  in  his  cabin,  the  block  being  18 
inches  long,  8  inches  high  and  six 
inches  in  width. 

Mr.  Bartels  split  the  chunk  in 
half  and  made  first  the  gavel  and 
a  small  casket  from  one  half  of  it. 
Meantime  the  fact  that  he  was  do- 
ing so  was  published  far  and  wide, 
and  Mr.  Bartels  received  hundreds 
of  requests  for  a  shaving  or  little 
sawdust  from  souvenir  collectors, 
but  refused  to  sell  even  the  saw- 
dust. 

The  gavel  was  completed  and 
used  in  the  convention.  At  McKin- 
ley's  death,  Mrs.  McKinley  wrote  a 
personal  letter  to  Mr.  Bartels,  ask- 
ing his  permission  to  place  the 
valued  relic  of  two  martyred  presi- 
dents in  the  Smithsonian  Instit- 
tute,  where  it  now  rests,  as  one  (^f 
the  most  valuable  government  relics 
in  the  institution,  we  are  told. 
Made  Small  Casket 

From  the  other  half  section  of 
"that  hallowed  piece  of  wood  Mr. 
Bartels  made  for  himself  a  small 
casket,  15  inches  in  length,  6  inches 
wide  and  4  Inches  in  depth,  on  the 
inside  of  the  lid  of  which  he  carved 


Small  hand-carved  casket  made  from  wood  cut  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, a  part  of  the  collection  of  the  late  William  Bartels,  noted  wood 
carver  of  Hancock  county,  111.,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  A.  H. 
Black  of  Dallas  City. 


Outside  of  the  casket  made  from  wood  cut  by  Lincoln,  and  show- 
ing Lincoln's  adz  mark. 


a  beautiful  wreath  and  pasted  a 
photograph  of  Lincoln.  The  out- 
side of  the  box  was  left  in  its  na- 
tural state  and  shows  plainly  the 
mark  of  Lincoln's  ax  or  adze  on 
the  back  panel.  This  casket  he  val- 
ued so  highly  that  during  his  life  he 
would  not  permit  anyone  to  touch 
it,  and  seldom  would  he  even  per- 
mit strangers  to  look  at  it. 

Despite  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bartels 
retained  all  of  the  furniture  which 
was  exhibited  at  the  World's  Fair, 
and  which  was  of  incalculable  val- 
ue, he  died  at  Carthage  in  poverty 
on  May  16,  1932;  and  later,  his  en- 
tire work  was  sold  at  court  sale  to 
pay  cost  of  storage  and  funeral  ex- 
pense. The  furniture  he  carved  and 
owned  was  coveted  by  Queen  Vic- 
toria as  a  wedding  present  to  fur- 
nish the  apartments  in  Windsor 
Castle  to  be  occupied  by  the  Prmce 
of  Wales  and  his  bride,  but  Mr. 
Bartels  refused  to  set  a  price  on  it, 
though  it  was  at  the  time  stated 
she  was  willing  to  pay  a  miUion 
dollars  for  it;  and  thus  a  great  art- 
ist died  in  want,  with  a  fortune  in 
his  possession. 

Arthur  Black  of  Dallas  City  bid 
in  the  entire  collection  and  he  now 
owns  the  Lincoln  casket,  and  re- 
gards it  as  the  most  valuable  of  the 
entire  collection  as  it  directly  con- 
nects our  two  martyred  presidents, 
as  no  other  relic  except  the  illus- 
trious gavel  above  named  could  con- 
nect them.  Mr.  Black  has  been 
eight  months  cleaning  up  the  Bar- 
tels collection,  and  many  visitors 
call  at  his  home  asking  permission 
to  see  them  and  catalog  them. 

PEORIAN  HAS  NEWSPAPER 
TELLING  OF  WILKES  BOOTH 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hensley,  1021  First 
Istreet,  brings  to  The  Star  office  a 
\copy  of  the  Chicago  Times  of  May 
24,  1867,  in  which  a  short  article 
tells  of  the  identification  of  the 


bodv  of  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin 
S  shot  and  killed  Abraham  Lin- 

'°^e  aaticle  is  ™  g^erS 
r         <'Wi<itorv    of    the  toeoiei- 
le^S"  Sfwas  largely  respon- 
for  dispelling    doubts  as  to 
sibie  loi  recalled  that, 

Itained  that  the  kiuer  o 

According  to  Mr.  Baker  as  men- , 
tlOTied  in  the  Times  article  the  ; 
bS  of  Booth  was  identified  be-, 
?S  aiiy  question  of  a  doubt  A 
doctor  who  had  known  Booth  inti 
Sly  and  who  had  removed  a 
Smor  from  his  neck,  wa^  sum- 
iSed  and  with  ^ve  others  ^^^o 
^5so  knew  Booth  well,  identified  the 
jody  as  that  of  Booth. 
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